[Behavior of thyroid autoantibodies in persons inhabiting an endemic goiter area].
The study was aimed at investigating the occurrence of thyroid autoantibodies (ATMA and TGA) in persons inhabiting the area of goiter endemy of mild degree. The survey comprised 1508 persons of age ranging from 3 to 68 years. The subjects studied have been divided into the groups taking into account age, sex, degree of thyroid enlargement (according to WHO, 1974), and the characteristics of the goiter. The occurrence of ATMA or TGA antibodies was demonstrated in 17% of the subjects. An increase in the incidence and titer of thyroid autoantibodies with age was observed. The occurrence of thyroid autoantibodies was observed more frequently in the subjects with parenchymatous goiter. No correlation was found between the incidence of the antibodies and goiter size. Thyroid autoantibodies have also been found in 10% of subjects without goiter. The results obtained do not indicate convincingly the role of the thyroid autoantibodies in the pathogenesis of endemic goiter.